The severe drought of the 1930s eliminated wetlands in central North America, forcing Yellow-headed Blackbirds to wander widely in search of suitable breeding habitats. Small numbers wandered east as far as Lake Erie, producing the first summer records from Ohio. The first territorial male was discovered in the Bayview marshes west of Sandusky (Erie County) during 1934, but this individual was probably unmated (Sawyer 1934) . Summering Yellow-headeds also appeared at Magee Marsh Wildlife Area (Ottawa County) during 1936, although the breeding status of these birds was disputed (Hicks 1945c , Campbell 1968 Summering Yellow-headeds did not return to western Lake Erie until 1960 (Campbell 1968 , reflecting an eastward expansion of their breeding range in the Great Lakes region (DeVos 1964). They have resided within these marshes during every subsequent summer. During some years, only single males are discovered at 1-3 sites in Lucas, Ottawa, or Sandusky counties; and most of these blackbirds are unmated. Breeding pairs are not encountered annually. On rare occasions, small "colonies" develop with as many as seven males in a single marsh (Peterjohn 1989a) . No marsh hosts summering Yellow-headeds every year, but they are most frequently reported from the Magee Marsh Wildlife Area-Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge complex in Ottawa and Lucas counties.
Yellow-headed Blackbirds have always been accidental summer residents away from western Lake Erie in Ohio. Before 1980, the only summer records from other locations were limited to two unmated males in Hancock County during June 1946 and another at Cleveland throughout the summer of 1960 and briefly in 1961 (Newman 1969 , Phillips 1980 . Few Yellow-headed Blackbirds were reported during the Atlas Project, an indication of their status as rare summer residents along western Lake Erie where there were records from two priority blocks. A territorial male summered in the vicinity of Ottawa Wildlife Refuge-Magee Marsh Wildlife Area during 1982 and 1983. Single males were sporadically observed in these marshes during subsequent years, but whether or not they actually established territories is uncertain. Another single male was observed within the extensive marshes bordering Sandusky Bay in Sandusky County during 1983, but its breeding status was not determined. Away from western Lake Erie, the only territorial male Yellow-headed was found at Big Island Wildlife Area (Marion County) during May 1986. This blackbird remained on its territory for 2-3 weeks, but disappeared when it did not obtain a mate.
While breeding Yellow-headed Blackbirds were not confirmed during the Atlas Project, a few nesting pairs have been found within the western Lake Erie marshes during subsequent years. This species has reportedly nested at two locations in Ottawa County in 1989 and 1990, with no more than 1-2 pairs at both sites. Based on these reports and the few records obtained during the Atlas Project, the breeding population within Ohio is tiny, generally fewer than five pairs and never more than 7-10 pairs.
Nesting Yellow-headed Blackbirds inhabit extensive marshes dominated by cattails and other tall emergent vegetation. These marshes must be permanently flooded, and water depths are generally 1-2 feet in most blackbird territories. Their nests are suspended 0.5-3 feet above the water within the emergent vegetation, but are usually placed near openings in the marsh. The breeding chronology of Yellow-headeds is poorly documented within Ohio. The only published egg date is May 18 and dependent young have been observed only during July (Hicks 1945c). Based on their breeding chronology in Ontario, egg dates probably extend between the second half of May and first half of July with the majority of nests initiated during the first half of June (Peck and James 1987). The first fledglings would be expected during the second half of June, but most would not appear until July. Young from late nests may not fledge until August. 
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